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SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this report applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the tact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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AGDA (M) (17 Feb 70) FOR OT UT 694239 24 February 1970

SUBJECT; Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 1st Infantry
Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech), Period Ending 31 October

, 1969 (U)

'This tinr the National
SEE DISTRIBUTION D ut r):;

in , . . ruaibited
by Jaw.u

I. Subject r.'port is forwarded for review and evaluation in a.cordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT ur, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days

Sof receipt of covering letter.

2, Information contained in this repott is provided to insure appropriate

benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

KENNETH G. WICKHAM
I Inel Major General, USA
as The Adjutant General
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEDARTIUT OF THE ARMY
HQ, let Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Ilech)

APO San Francisco 96477

AVBL-0 23 love.iiber 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned lit Inf de, "th Inf Div
(Mach), Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (2)

SU DISTRI UTION:

1. (C) SEOTIO14 I - OERATIOS: Significant Activities

a. Mission

let Inf rde, 5th Inf Div (Moch) (Inclosure 1 Task Organization)
in cooperation and coordination with ARVA and GVN Territorial and Regional
Forces conduoted search and clear, reconnaissance in forze and pacification
operations within as3igned area of operations (AO).

b. Oporations•

(1) During the period 1 Aug - 22 Oct 69, Ist Inf 3de, 5th In! Div
(Mach) was OPCO. to 3d Marine Division (Inclo&are 2, Ist Pif 3do, 5th Inf
Div (Moch) AO I Aug - 22 Oct 69). During the Yeriod 22 - 31 Oct lst Inf

de,, 5th Inf Div (Mech) operated as a separate Brl.gade undur XXIV Corps with
an expanded AO (Inclosure 3, 1st Inf Ide, 5th Inf Div (Mech) AO 22 - 31 Oct 69).

(2) During the raiorting period, in addition to the najor operations
listed in paragraphs (a) through (d) below, lt Inf do, 5th Inf Div (Koch)
continued to concentrate on small .nit search caad clecr, reconnaissance in
force, saturation night mbushes, prd patrols within the Brigcde AD. Emphasis
was placed on estruction of enmor forces, rico rnd food deniol, denying
enemy access to the Popul&ed areas and interdiction of his suoply and
infiltration routes.

(3) The following major Qpor;tions were conducted or wero prrticipated
in by elements of lit Inf de, 5th Inf Div (Moch) during the neriod I Aug -
31 Oct 69:

(a) Operation Irocuois Grove (15 June - 23 Sep 69)

Operation Iroquois Grove was a lst Inf t3do, 5th Inf Div
(Mech) operation nnd included .all operations conducted by the Brigade; other
than those conducted by elements of the Be gade that were placod OPCON to
specific units of tht 3d Marine Division. The operation consisted of search

FOR 07" u7"

Inclosure 1 OW 5A9 AT 3 TIAR Im ALS;
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBL-C 2) Novumb .r 1969
SUBJECT: Ooerationnl Renort - Lossona Lcaracd 1st laf 'Ide, 5t.h Iuif Div

(Nech), Porind Eadin. 31 October 1969, )(Cs CsFOR1-ucj (R2)

and clovr, reconnaisszncQ in forck , pacific tion, ricu- ad food denial
operations, saturntion patrols, mid night imnbishcs throe.-:1ioi:t their Brigide
AO. Results of Operation Iroquois Grove werv:

FRIEnDLY E74

KIA WIA UtTA KIA P4 'I!TEUIJ P-40IW CSWC

18 14~7 0 135 9 4 40 22

(b) Opuration Idaho Can (6Juy-1Au

Operation Idaho Canyon w.-s r 3d -'-ia(. Division oucration
conducted in Northwest Central Qurng Tri .IrovL.'co in an -x,,-r 1cno~*,n as
Leatherneck Squae. The area is bounded on thc north by tho DI4Z, the south
by the Kho Chua Rivor, on the .-ast by the 18 "irt-h-South grid line rnd on the
west by a ilorth-.uth line through Dong Ha L.mt*ia. From 28 July to 15 Ang
69 TF 1-11 Inf w,-s pl-ced OPCOA to 3d. Rogimont,3 rn Disont
participtte in this cperation. Thje missio-a of' TF 1-11. wr-s to *estroy enemy
forcas, supplijs Puid material and to interdict c.cmr siupo)y lines end routes
of infiltr~'tion from tho DlMZ into their AO. R~ sult.Q )f TI? 1-11 1nfis
participation in Operatioa Idtho CanyVon worc:

r- U EM LY Eli LEY

KIA WIA MIA KIA PW CI{IET. H101 111r CS'4C

11 72 0 123 0 2 3V. 17

(c) Unno-med Operation (25 &,e) - 31 Oct ,9)

DurinG the period 25 Sep 69 (44-trniv~~ date of
Opcraition Ir)quoijs *"rova) e-nd 22 Oct 69 (the beginii.- of the- current,
1st lnf Bdo, 5th Inf Div (M~ech) operation - Fulton Squarc;') tl.,- 3rigcdo
condu-.tcd r suries of search and gl&evr, roc,. vvissiacu in f. , pacification
end r .cee dial oporations which were not catea-orzc.,d under a naed operation.
In adc ition, the Brigadc conducted defensive orora tion8 to o.,ver the withdrrvol
of the 3d irine, Divisioa which was phasing out olMansivo zpxtin nd staging,
for raloployment. Results ')f operations durinG this period w.rc:

FRIEL'ML! UH

KIA WIA MIA KIA NV CHIL"tI HOI VC CSWdC

13 120 0 75 5 2 26 21
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBL-C 23 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned Ist Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div

(Mech), Period Ending 31 October 1969 RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

kd) Operation Fulton Square (22 Oct - 31 Oct 69)

Operation Fulton Square is the first operation this HQs
has conducted in RVN as a separate brigade. The operation consists of search
and clear, reconnaissance in force, pacification, rice and food denial operatlons,
saturation patrols, and night ambushes in the Brigade AO. A synopsis of
Operation Fulton Square will be included in the operational report lessons
learned for th period ending 31 Jan 69.

(4) Civic Action:

(a) During the reporting period, Brigade civic action operations
were directed towards the support of the GVN Accelerated Pacification Program
at village and hamlet level, and assistance in the implementation of the
Revolutionary Development Program. Specific civic action activities of the
Brigade were as listed below:

1 Public Health:

a. Persons receiving medicAl treatment - 8,203

b. Civilians evacuated due to sickness - 106

c. Immunizations - 83

d. Medical aides, health workers or nurses trained - 19

2 Education:

A. English textbooks were given to high school students
and volunteer teachers from the Brigade began advanced English classes for
60 student3 of Truong Trung Ho Nguyen-Hoang High School in Quang Tri City.

b. At the beginning of the new school year 695 school
kits and 221 school kit refills were distributed to students in the AO.

c. Tuition assistance under the General Walt Scholarship

Program was extended to 33 students, amounting to 24,850 $VN each month.

3 Agricultural Services:

a. To assist newly settled refugees in quickly reclaiming
the use of their land the Brigade utilized organic engineer equipment to
plow 550 acres of rice fields in Hai Lang District and 35 acres in Trieu
Phong District.

b. '.he Brigade donated scrap lumber, sheet tin and
100,000 $VN for purchase cf ducklings, fertilizer and seeds to the families
of the Chieu Hoi Village of Quang Tri Province for use in a long range
agricultural development project.

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
AVBL-C 23 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div

(Mech), Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (W2)

4 Resettlement: Uaing organic vehicles of the Brigade
2500 civilians were moved from refugee centers to the resettlement hamlets

of An Trach (YD 345625) and Trieu Son (YD 403574,, Trieu Phong District.

5 Construction and Repair:

a. Cement and gravel were supplied to villagers of Phu
Long (YD 345445) and An Luu (YD 385588) hamlets for four wells dug by the
villagers.

b. A bridge across the Song-O Clang River (YD 474422)
was completed, allowing foot traffic to traverse the water barriet.

c. A dry span bridge was assembled and set up by the Bde

engineers over a wasf. area in Hal Long District in the vicinity of YD 477545.

d. Repairs to a school and dispensary at Bo Ban Hamlet
(YD 334629) were completed with the material support of the brigade and the
self.help labor of the people.

e. Construction of a hamlet meeting house/dispensary
building for the community of Phu Long Hamlet (YD 345445) was completed
in September. Brigade support included scrap lumber, tin roofing and cement.

6 Disaster Relief:

a. A devastating fire in Dien Troung Hamlet (YD 447465)
left seventy-five families homele.,s. Food and clothing were distributed.
In addition Brigade personnel donated 16,260 $VN to purchase chicks for the
victims of the fire.

b. After severe storms swept the province on 2 September,
food and clothing were distributed from relief points and minor road and
bridge repairs were made at several locations in tue province.

7 Commodities Distributed During the Reporting Period:

a. Food (lbs) - 6,391

b. Clothing (Ibs) - 595

8 . Soap (Ibs) - 1,714

d. Lumber (bd ft) - 1,000 (approx)

Orphanages:

. 75th Support Bn provided food, clothing and medical
supplies to orphans of Thanh Gia, Tri Tuu, Cuu Tee, and U Thieu orphanages.I 4

J



CONFIDENTIAL

AVBL-C 23 £-v..'ib~r 1969
SUBJECTZ Ocrpti ",n,.l R;i rt - Lessons Lowrnu 1. 1st. Inf Bd,, 5th Inf Div

(Moch), Poriod Endini; 31 Octibur 1969, RC0 CSF0%-65 (2)

The unit transported orphans t. the local beaches, where the children enjoyed
swimming and refreshments.

b. On Vie, %amese Children's Day (?) S or 69), children
at four ornhanages in uang Tri Oity were nrovided refrcshna:'-t , candy, toys
and clothing.

(5) Psychological Operati, :ns (?GYO's):

During the repoting p-7iod PSYOPS were conducted throughout
the Brigade AO. Aerial leai let drop. and aerial broadcasts were conducted
by elements of the 7th PSYOPS Battali,,. Ocher printed PSYOP materials were
distributed by MEDCAP teams and groun P3YOP teams. The basic themes of
the PSYOPS effort were directed at NVA. VC, and VCI elcments within the
Brigade AO. Other thenes were pro-GVN waich elicited civilian populace support

of GVN Revolutionary Development Prograh. PSYOPS statistics were

as follows:

(a) Leaflets air dropped: !3,(, ,00

(b) Aerial broadcast nissions: 152

(c) Leaflets hand disscmi,.atod: 7,200

(d) GVN newspaoers disserdnatid: 10,5OO
2. (C) SECTIO0 TI - Lessons Learned: Co:w ndora.' ObF-ur1t 4

,i,)1ns, Evalartions
nd Recommendetions.

a. Porson-:.l: None

be Intolli-L-nce:

(i) Observation: The aerial observer sectico of the 517 MT
Detachment is currently using a 70 mm Camera (Graflex, General Precision,
Model X) in their photographic intelligence collection erforts. This camera
which is on loan from 3d Marine Division is being used z lieu of the 35 nn
Camera authorized by the unit MTOE.

(2) Evaluation: The 70 mm camera produces photos of larger size
and better quality than the authorized 35 mm camera. The photo interpreters
are able to obtain more information from these better quality photos.

(3) Recommendation: That the 70 mm camera be made a standard item
of issue for the 517 MI Detachment in lieu of the 35 m camera currently
authorized. The 517th MI Detachment is preparing an MTOE change to affect
this change of authorized photographic equipment. The MTOE change will be
forwarded through channels in the near future.

5
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBL-C 23 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div

(Mech), Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

c. Operations:

High Angle Illumination Fires.

(1) Observation: Situations have occurred in which a maneuver
element requested an illumination mission which could not be fired becaust the
cannister impact grid could not be cleared.

(2) Evaluation: In cases where illumination missions cannot
be fired becaLse of the problem of clearing the cannister impact grid a
soiution is to use high angle fire techniques, thereby moving the cannister
impact grid closer to the target grid. An appropriate powder charge and a
quadrant of approximately 1200 mils will produce a high angle trajectory that
will bring the target aud cannister grids closer together, thus minimizing
the possibility of friendly casualties from the falling cannister. Current
155 mm firing tables do not provide data for high angle illumination,
however; data can be obtained by using FADAC for high angle HE if compensation
is made for the difference in projectile weights. Fuze setting is obtained
by subtracting three or four seconds from the time of flight. Test firings
have shown this technique to be effective.

(3) Recommendation: That tables be published for 155 mm high
angle illumination missions.

d. Organization: None

e. Training: None

f. Logistics:

Mine Damage Kits for Combat Tracked Vehicles.

(1) Observation. Mine damage has been the major cause of combat
tracked vehicle deadline in this Brigade. The average down tire for a
deadlined tracked vehicle has been seven days.

(2) Evaluation. The primary cause for the lengthy down time
for deadlined tracked vehicles is the lead time required to requisition and
obtain the necessary repair parts. This is especially critical when a series
of mine incidents occur in a short period of time.

(3) Recomuinndation. Recommend that standardized repair
parts kits be assembled and packaged for rapid delivery to units operating
in areas where mir incidents frequently occur. The composition of the
kits will be determined by experience factors gained by unit operations
in their assigned AO. Experience in combat track vehicle operations in this
Brigade AO shows that the most frequent damage caused by mines is to the
suspension system. Therefore, the kits made up for this Brigade will

6
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.... CONFIDENTIAl.

AVU-GO (23 Nov 69) It mnd
SUUIC $ Operational Report - Lessons Learned ef the let Inf Sde, 5th Inf

Div (Maech), for the Peri~od I ding 31 October 1969, ROS CSJOR-65

D~, Headquarters, XXIV Corps, APO SF 96308 1 a DEC asll

TO: Comanding General, United States Army, Vietn~am, AO SF 96375

1. (U) The Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 1st mnf Bde, 5th
Inf Div (lMech) ham been reviewed at HQ, XXIV L rps and is forwarded in
accordance with AR 525-15.

2. (C) Subject to the following comments, this headquarters concurs with

a. Reference item concerning use of the 70mm Camera, Section II, para
2b, page 5. The large format of 70ram film does permit a greater field of
view, making interpretation, plotting, and enlargement easier. The picture4
qualityj in terms of resolution and grain should be the same for both cameras
or should favor the 35mam format slightly. Long focus lenses for 35ram cam-
eras generally are faster than telephoto lens for large cameras. The faster
lena permits faster shutter speeds to avoid image motion and to permit
photography under unfavorable light conditions. The 70mam camera is some-
what more difficult to handle in an aircraft and some 7Cam cameras, includ-
ing the Graflex, require separate actions to advance the film and cock the
shutter. The large film capacity of the 35ram camera could be an advantage.
Recommend additional evaluation prior to MTOE change &nd that the 1st mnf
Bdle, 5th Inf Div be issued a 70mm camera for evaluation and report.

b. Reference item concerning High Angle Illumination Fires, Section
II, para 2c, page 6. Concur'. Further recommend that this procedure be
forwarded to the US Army Field Artillery School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma for
additional evaluation and if appropriate, publish a high angle illzintion
firing table for the 105mm. and 155mam howitzers.

FOR THE GOO A I~

OWGRDSA ,'YAAUTGlAO
A8S NA*SlEAIU1"V

CONFIDENTIALj
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVIU-GOT (23 Nov 69) lot Ind
SUThCT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the lot Imf Bde, 5th Inf

Div (Mech), for the Period lading 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65

DA, Headquarters, XXIV Corps, APO SF 96308 18 DEC ISO

TO: Commnding General, United States Army, Vietnam, APO SF 96375

I. (U) The Operational Report, - Lessons Learned of the let Inf Bde, 5th
Inf Div (Mach) has been reviewed at HQ, XXIV 'rps and is forwarded in
accordance with AR 525-15.

2. (C) Subject to the following comments, this headquarters concurs with
the report.

a. Reference item concerning use of the 70mm Camera, Section II, par&
2b, page 5. The large format of 70mm film does permit a greater field of
view, making interpretation, plotting, and enlargement easier. The picture
quality in terms of resolution and grain should be the same for both cameras
or should favor the 35mm format slightly. Long focus lenses for 35M cam-
eras generally are faster than telephoto lens for large cameras. The faster
lens permits faster shutter speeds to avoid image motion and to permit
photography under unfavorable light conditions, The 70mm camera is some-
what more difficult to handle in an aircraft and some 7Cm cameras, includ-
ing the Graflex, require separate actions to advance the film and cock the
shutter. The large film capacity of the 35mm camera could be an advantage.
Recommend additional evaluation prior to MTOE change End that the ist Inf

ae, 5th Inf Div be issued a 70mm camera for evaluation and report.

b. Reference item concerning High Angle Illumination Fires, Section
II, para 2c, page 6. Concu o. Further recommend that this procedure be
forwarded to the US Army Field Artillery School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma for
additional evaluation and if appropriate, publish a high angle illmination
firing table for the 105mm and 155mm howitzers.

FOR THE cODWAWD

R. D. PECCO

ASST AG

DOWNUM AT 3 YMA UITUAIS
9 CU5UKI £11112 WAI

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

A¥VHOC-DST (23 Nov 69) 2A Ind
SUBJC Operational Report-Leuons Learned lot Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech),

Period Jhding 31 October 1969, ROS CSUM-65 (R2) (U)

HX"DQUD T , UNITED STT1 ARMy, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 ,

TOs Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operationl Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 1st
Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) and comments of indorsing
headquarters.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (0) Reference item concerning "Intelligence*, page 5, paragraph 2b
and lst Indorsement, paragraph 2a; nonconcr. The 70mm combat camera is no
longer an authorized item of issue. It has been replaced by the Graflex
XL-75, FN 6720-938-1241 which includes the following items:

Lenses - 47mm, 80mm, 100mm, 180mm.
Roll Backs - 120, 220, and '?Omm.
2*3* Backs - film pack and polaroid backs.
Sports Finders.
Filters.
Case.

The Graflex XL-75 would be far superior to the 35mm camera for aerial photo-
graphby. Recommend the unit evaluate the Graflex XL-75 for this type work.

b. (C) Reference item concerning "High Angle Illumination Fires", page
6, paragraph 2c and 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2b: Concur with flIV Corps
recommendation that the suggested procedure be further evaluated by the USA
Field Artillery School and, if appropriate, a high angle illumination firing
table be published for the 105mm and 155mm Howitzers.

o. (U) Reference item concerning "Mine Damage Kits for Combat Vehiclesm,
page 6, paragraph 2f; nonconcur. The establishment of special kits to meet
local requirements based on the operational environment is not considered
practical. Proper utilization of the existing supply system, whereby de-
mands and anticipated unusual requirements are the basis for requisitioning,
can and has proven satisfactory when proper command empharis is placed on

OWIIND AT 3 Y1 AIITVALS;
1 IciLAssiRM M n 12 YUAMs

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AUM- (23 Nov 69) A Ind
BW1Je Operational Report-lsons Learned lot lIft., 5th Itf Div (10ch),

Period hd ing 31 October 1969, MW OMA00-65 (12) (U)

asking the systi work. Kits made up at unit level can be utilised if the
local oomianer feels that a particular operation varrants itj however,
acoountability and replenishment of parts used must be properly processed to
insure that the normal flow of supplies is maintained.

I TI OO(AUI:

. f. v b .,- d
CPT, /-

lot Lif Bde, 5th Inf Div (eoch)
XlIT Oorps

/O
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GPOP-DT (23 Nov 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech)

for Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 27 JAN 1970

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C. L SNORYT
CPT, AGC

A1 AG



CONFIDENTIAL

Incloaure 1 Task Organization to Operational Reort - Less.ons Learned !at
Inf 8de, 5th Inf Div (Mech), Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

1-11 Inf 1-61 Inf (Mech) 1-77 Armor
A/4-12 Cay

3-5 Cay rde Control
C/2-34 Armor 1"1C, Ist Inf Pe, 5th Inf .)y "I,1.i)

5-4 Arty
P/75th Ranger
A/7th Engr
75th Sunt Bn
407 RRD
517 MID
86th Chem Det
43d Inf Plat (Scout Dog)
48th PI Det

This task organization reflects the permanent O'CO.I/attach ment relationships
within the Brigade. Forces are tailored by cross attachment on a mission
type basis.

12
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CONFIDENTIAL

Inclonue a. th 0mrstional R.'nort - Lssens Learned let Inf 1des 5th Inf
Div (Nech)s Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFQR-65 (R2)

"OARY

Ie 2 CONFIDENTIAL LAOS
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Inoloaur. 3 to Operational Report -Lessons Learned let It 3de, 5th Irif
MYv (Mech), Period "ding 31 October 1969, JIGS CSFOR-65 (R2)

LAOS 
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